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WHERE SUSTAINABILITY DRIVES GLOBALITY

Laying the foundation
for lifelong learning

Experiences during the early years (3-6-year-olds) lay
the foundation for positive social and cognitive
learning in future years (McCoy et al. 2017). The early
years are an important stage for brain development.
During this period, the brain is most open to the
influence of experiences and relationships because
children undergo rapid growth in all domains: physical,
cognitive, social and emotional. The quality of these
experiences and relationships directly affects the
structure of the developing brain. For this reason, itis
paramount that the Primary Years Programme (PYP)
community values early learning as a crucial stage of
developmentinits ownright.
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+ Development of Approaches to Learning
(Transdisciplinary skills-Research, Communication,
Thinking, Social, Self-management)

+ Development of IB Learner Profile Attributes
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Representational

Abilities
Using symbolic systems
(oral, written, drawings,
mathematical) to construct and
represent meaning

Belonging,
Well-being and
Relational Self-efficacy Receptive and

Ablities Cognitive Abilities
Ability to play with Listening Thinking
peers Sharing and taking Analysing Generating
turns Respecting others theories Control of attention
& working memory

Play for Early Learners

Play is inquiry in the PYP; through play, students learn about who they are and how they connect to
those around them (Rushton, Juola-Rushton and Larkin 2010) and to their surroundings. Through play,
students learn how things work by constructing, testing, confirming and revising their early
perceptions and ideas.As this learning process evolves through individual and collaborative inquiry
with peers, the students build upon their prior knowledge and their ATL progress and become more

sophisticated.
Are active and have fun
Move freely amongst learning spaces
Classroom | Indoors | Outdoors
Students who engage EXplOI’E artsina simple and
in play as inquiry... sophisticated way
Express themselves through real
or imagined stories
Conduct Investigations in a
scientific and/or messy manner
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